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Happy Birthday “BRD”: Transatlantic Reflections on Six Decades Full of Wonder

Bonne fête « BRD » : Regards croisés sur six décennies d’émerveillements
May 21-23, 2009, Centre canadien d'études allemandes et européennes, Université de Montréal 

Organized by Till van Rahden, Canada Research Chair for German and European Studies, Université de Montréal
in collaboration with Marcus Funck, The Canadian Centre for German and European Studies, York University
Preliminary Conference Program

Panel 1

Popular Protests: Proto-Terrorism or Proto-Democracy
Thursday, May 21




8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Bauer, Karin (German Studies, McGill) 

Eggs, Flour, Whipping Cream, and Other Recipes for Revolution: The 1967 Pudding Attack on Hubert Humphrey

Moltke, Johannes von (German Studies, The University of Michigan), 

Conflagrations, or What to do in Case of Fire: Burning Issues around 1968

Davis, Belinda (History, Rutgers University)

"He Ordered Me to be More Democratic": Equality in Action in the Federal Republic

Reimann, Aribert (Wadham College, Oxford)
Normal Protests: Subversion and Counter-Culture as Forces of 'Normalisation' in the Federal Republic?

McFalls, Laurent (Political Science, Université de Montréal)

Unlikely Heroes – Like Us? Thomas Brussig’s Off-TheWall Sociology

Nehring, Holger (History, Sheffield University)

Janz normale Demonstranten - Protest und Demokratie in der Bundesrepublik

Panel 2



Brave New Worlds of Consumerism

Thursday, May 21




2:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Möhring, Maren (History, Universität zu Köln)

Postfaschistische Kälte: Die italienische Eisdiele in der frühen Bundesrepublik 

Harsch, Donna (History, Carnegie Mellon University)

From Natalism to Nudism, Fashion to Fresswelle: Body Cultures in the German Democratic Republic 

Otte, Marline (History and Art History, Tulane University) 

Talking Back to Time: The Discreet Charm of Post-War German Vernacular Photography

Marcus Funck (History, York University)
From Rubble to Reihenendhaus: Cities of Boredom and Excitement--An Urban Archeology of West German Dwellings

Scholz, Natalie (History, University of Amsterdam)

Zu Hause in der Welt? Über die wundersame “Demokratisierung” des deutschen Wohnzimmmers

Kroen, Sheryl (History, University of Florida, Gainesville) 

Liberal Tales of Origin in the Marshall Plan Era: "Doux Commerce," Spectacular Economics and the (Re)Birth of Germany

Ullmann, Hans-Peter (Historisches Seminar, Universität zu Köln) 

Das 'Zeitalter der Maßlosigkeit'? Die Expansion öffentlicher Ausgaben und Schulden von 1969 bis 1982

Panel 3



From Nazis to Nice Guys
Friday, May 22




8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Confino, Alon (History, University of Virginia)

How some West Germans became Jews and some Jews Nazis

Pendas, Devin (Department of History, Boston College)

Normal Crimes in Abnormal Times: Postwar Nazi Trials and the Paradoxes of Democratization

Heizmann, Jürgen (Département de littératures et de langues modernes, Université de Montréal)

Eismeer, Wüste, Balalaikas: George Forestier und der erste Literaturskandal der BRD
Swett, Pamela (History, McMaster University)

Preparing for Victory: Heinrich Hunke, the Nazi Werberat, and West German Prosperity

Margalit, Gilad (Department of History, Haifa University)

Vorboten der Menchenrechte und eines postnationalen Europa. Der Wandel des Diskurs der Vertriebenenverbände während des Kalten Krieges

Steber, Martina (German Historical Institute, London) 

Conservatives in Turmoil: Challenged Certainties in the long 1960s

Panel 4



Stressed Out: Traumatic Normalities
Friday, May 22




2:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Betts, Paul (History, University of Sussex)

Westalgie: West German Longing for the Cold War after 1989

Evans, Jennifer V. (History, Carleton University)

Social Science and the Ethics of Sexual Transgression in East and West Germany

Stahnisch, Frank (History of Medicine, University of Calgary) 

”They have called me an American monkey psychiatrist …“: German-American Biomedical Research in the Early Post-War Period

Timm, Annette F. (Department of History, Calgary University)

"Ich bin gestresst": Stress and the Psychologization of Cold-War German Society 

Wackwitz, Stephan (Goethe-Institut, New York)

Martins Walsers "Ein fliehendes Pferd" als melancholische Seelenlandschaft. Zur bundesrepublikanischen Innerlichkeit siebziger Jahre

Panel 5




The Greening of Germany
Saturday, May 23




8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Chaney, Sandra (Department of History, Erskine College, South Carolina), 

The Belated National Park: The Fate of German Conservation after National Socialism

Geulen, Christian (History, Universität Koblenz), 

Disciples of Dispassion: Post War Popular Science and the Origins of West-German Environmentalism, 1949-1972

Nolte, Paul (History, Freie Universität Berlin)

The Green Moment in German History

Panel 6




Postwar Germans and Their Others
Saturday, May 23




11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Jenkins, Jennifer (History, University of Toronto)

West Germany’s Orient: The Postwar Renewal of Relations with Iran

Heins, Volker (Institut für Sozialforschung, Universität Frankfurt) 

How the Frankfurt School Helped Postwar Germans to Make Sense of Their Country and the World

Thériault, Barbara (Sociologie, Université de Montréal)

« Sorge um die Seele ». Incorporating Officers from Post-Migration Backgrounds in the German Police

Panel 6




Disparate Details and Big Pictures
Saturday, May 23




3:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Bessel, Richard (History, University of York, UK) 

Leaving Violence Behind: Thoughts on the Development of Postwar Society in Germany after 1945

Denis, Mathieu (Centre canadien d'études allemandes et européennes, Université de Montréal) 

"Il faut désormais apprendre l'autre langue allemande" - bilinguisme méthodologique et la place de la RDA dans l'histoire allemande

Herbert, Ulrich (Historisches Seminar, Universität Freiburg), 

Wandlungsprozesse in Westdeutschland, 1950 – 1980

Lorenz, Chris (Philosophie and History, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam), 

“Scheissnormal” and « Je me souviens » : Some comparative remarks on the Historiographies of the Federal Republic of Germany and of Québec

Rahden, Till van (Centre canadien d'études allemandes et européennes, Université de Montréal)

Clumsy Democracy, Unsociable Citizens: Toward a Moral History of Postwar Germany

Concluding Roundtable 
Of Magic and Miracles—Of Monsters and Saints

Saturday, May 23




6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

